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To be read Monday, March 11, 2019 

Luke 22:21-23 
Posted by David J. Lose on February 18, 2013 

 

But see, the one who betrays me is with me, and his hand is on the table. 

For the Son of Man is going as it has been determined, but woe to that one 

by whom he is betrayed!” Then they began to ask one another which one of 

them it could be who would do this 

. 

There is so much going on in this scene. Intimacy, confidence, anticipation, 

and now worry and dread. Jesus’ conversation with his disciples turns so 

quickly from his eagerness to share this meal, to his intimate sharing of 

himself, to anticipation of his suffering, and now to the prediction of his 

betrayal. 

 

We can only imagine how that affected the disciples – the worry, the anxiety, 

the fear, the suspicion, and all the rest. 

 

We weren’t there, so we can only imagine. But we can imagine. That is, we 

also have experienced worry and anxiety and fear and suspicion and all the 

rest. And that’s part of the point of the story. That Jesus goes where he goes 

and does what he does not just for these twelve, or even only for the people 

of his time, but for all people of all time. 

 

All of us, that is, who have betrayed or felt betrayed, who have lived in fear, 

or shame, or confusion, or insecurity. Jesus came for all of us. 

 

In this sense, when we gather on Maundy Thursday and hear this passage 

read and join around the table to share bread and wine we aren’t just 

remembering these events, but we are being caught up into them again. 

Indeed, this is what happens each and every time we gather around the 

table to share in the Lord’s Supper. For this is the story of Jesus and his 

disciples, and it is our story, too. 

 

And it’s just getting going. 

 



Prayer: Dear God, remind us that in Jesus you have entered into our story in 

order to know, love, bless, and redeem us. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

To be read Tuesday, March 12, 2019 

Luke 22:24-27 
Posted by David J. Lose on February 19, 2013 

 

A dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was to be 

regarded as the greatest. But he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles 

lord it over them; and those in authority over them are called benefactors. 

But not so with you; rather the greatest among you must become like the 

youngest, and the leader like one who serves. For who is greater, the one 

who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one at the table? But 

I am among you as one who serves.” 

 

The irony of this conversation is significant. Jesus is about to go to the cross 

and the disciples are arguing about which of them is the greatest. 

 

The irony of this conversation is also intentional. 

 

In Mark – most likely the source of this scene for both Luke and Matthew – 

Jesus has this conversation with his disciples as they make their way toward 

Jerusalem. It follows, in fact, one of his predictions of his death. Matthew 

follows suit. But Luke moves this scene and conversation so that it falls 

immediately after Jesus shares the Passover meal with his disciples. 

 

Decisions like this often provide clues to the heart of the author’s concern. In 

this case, Luke’s adaptation of this scene highlights the nature and import of 

the cross. Jesus’ passion, according to Luke, isn’t the random tragedy of a 

good man who died too young, or even the sad tale of one more innocent 

unjustly sentenced by a corrupt institution. Rather, it is an intentional and 

deliberate act of the Son of God who through his life and death set an 

example for his followers. 

 

True greatness, Jesus says, looks like this. It finds satisfaction in service. It 

delights in working for the good of others. Indeed, greatness finds 

expression chiefly in willing and working toward the well being of those 

around you. In this way, true greatness is akin to love, putting the needs of 

others up front. 



 

Service offered out of love, from this point of view, isn’t just one of many 

elements of the Christian life; it constitutes it. Jesus is about to go to the 

cross for his disciples and for us and, at least in Luke’s Gospel, part of the 

reason is to teach us the nature of true greatness: it is being willing to serve 

those around them. Period. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, remind us that greatness rests in service and that 

leadership resides in care and compassion, for you came not to serve but to 

be served and to set for us an example of a life lived in and from love. In 

Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

To be read Wednesday, March 13, 2019 

Luke 22:28-30 
Posted by David J. Lose on February 20, 2013 

 

“You are those who have stood by me in my trials; and I confer on you, just 

as my Father has conferred on me, a kingdom, so that you may eat and 

drink at my table in my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the 

twelve tribes of Israel.” 

 

These words must have been both welcome and powerful for the disciples 

after the prior admonition about greatness. For the bar Jesus has set for 

them is high: servant leadership, sacrificial love, greatness through service. 

It is an uncommon, and not easily achieved, goal. Which is why these words 

of affirmation are so crucial. 

 

How many times do we announce our expectations for people around us – 

whether at home or work, church or the community – without giving them our 

confidence that they can, indeed, meet those expectations? So Jesus 

doesn’t only call his disciples to higher ground, he gives them his trust and 

confidence that they can climb there. 

 

These verses and the promises they contain are unique to Luke but in 

keeping with the overall treatment of the disciples in this Gospel. Perhaps 

because Luke knows their future story – which he chronicles in his Acts of 

the Apostles – he is more aware of their potential and more likely to craft his 

portrayal of them with greater care. Yes, they will also fall short of their 

Lord’s expectations, but in Luke’s telling we also hear the confidence Jesus 



has placed in them and the promises he has made to them. Confidence and 

promises that, in time, will make all the difference. 

 

Powerful words, indeed. 

 

Prayer: Dear Lord, remind us that we are not only called to believe in you, 

but to also remember that you believe in us and have given us trust and 

confidence to achieve those things to which you have called us. In Jesus’ 

name, Amen. 

 

To be read Thursday, March 14, 2019 

Luke 22:31-34 
Posted by David J. Lose on February 21, 2013 

 

“Simon, Simon, listen! Satan has demanded to sift all of you like wheat, but I 

have prayed for you that your own faith may not fail; and you, when once 

you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” And he said to him, “Lord, I 

am ready to go with you to prison and to death!” Jesus said, “I tell you, 

Peter, the cock will not crow this day, until you have denied three times that 

you know me.” 

 

And then comes the heartbreak. 

 

If you listen closely, you can almost hear it. Peter (here called Simon, his 

original name) is told that he will be sifted, tested, tried by Satan. 

 

He is also promised that he will endure. That Jesus has prayed for him so 

that his faith won’t fail. That he will turn back and strengthen the others. 

 

This nuance in the story, like many other small but poignant details we will 

encounter, is unique to Luke. He is gentler in his descriptions of all the 

disciples, as we’ve seen, knowing that whatever their faults and foibles they 

will become the foundation of the church Jesus inaugurates. And we see 

that again here, with Peter, where Jesus starts first with a promise that Peter 

will not fail and that he will return to lead the company. 

 

Still, even mentioning a return implies that Peter will depart, fall away, and 

desert his friend, teacher, and Lord. 

 



Which is perhaps why his heart breaks at hearing those words. And so he 

protests. He protests the implicit charge against his character, denies even 

the possibility that he will fall away, and professes his eagerness to follow 

Jesus to the end. 

 

And then Jesus’ tells him the truth. Perhaps he would have spared Peter 

these hard words except for Peter’s own protest and profession. We don’t 

know. But we do know, or at least can imagine, that those words were as 

hard for Jesus to say as for Peter to listen: “I tell you, Peter, the cock will not 

crow this day, until you have denied three times that you know me.” 

 

Departure? No, worse: denial and desertion. Yes, Peter’s heart has now 

surely broken. 

 

Or perhaps it’s not Peter’s heart we hear. Maybe he is so flush with 

devotion, so full of confidence in his love for his Lord, that he can’t imagine 

Jesus’ words being true. Maybe his heart won’t break, can’t break, until the 

moment this dark prophecy comes true. 

 

Maybe it’s Jesus’ heart we hear breaking instead. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, we are often like Peter, confident of our faith and 

devotion and unprepared for the trials to come. And so we pray that you 

would strengthen us so that when we are tested and tried we will hold fast to 

our faith in you and love for each other. But when we fail and fall short – as 

we will and do – draw us back, renew our faith, direct us again to love one 

another. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

To be read Friday, March 15, 2019 

Luke 22:35-38 
Posted by David J. Lose on February 22, 2013 

 

He said to them, “When I sent you out without a purse, bag, or sandals, did 

you lack anything?” They said, “No, not a thing.” He said to them, “But now, 

the one who has a purse must take it, and likewise a bag. And the one who 

has no sword must sell his cloak and buy one. For I tell you, this scripture 

must be fulfilled in me, ‘And he was counted among the lawless’; and indeed 

what is written about me is being fulfilled.” They said, “Lord, look, here are 

two swords.” He replied, “It is enough.” 



 

As we’ve discussed before, Luke imagines history being divided into three 

phases or periods: the period of Israel, the period of Jesus, and the period of 

the Church. The passion, from this reckoning, stands as an in-between time, 

a transition from that time when evil is kept at bay and the kingdom is 

proclaimed in its fullness (the period of Jesus) and the time when evil is 

again loosed and the community of the faithful, aided by the Holy Spirit, 

struggles against it and proclaims what God has done in Jesus (the period of 

the church). 

 

But the passion is more than a transition, it is also a climax, when God in 

Jesus engages the powers of darkness directly and fully on the cross. The 

passion of Christ, from this point of view, is the climax and turning point of 

history. 

 

You can sense both the transition and impending climax in Luke’s depiction 

of the Lord’s Supper. There is both intensity and intimacy as Jesus gathers 

with his disciples, shares this last meal, and readies them for what is to 

come. That intensity begins to approach a more fevered pitch in these few 

verses, the last in this scene, as Jesus first reminds them of how he has 

cared for them and then signals a change of circumstances. The days of 

proclaiming the Kingdom uninhibited are over; the days of struggle and 

stress as that kingdom is birthed is now upon them. And so Jesus tells them 

that, unlike on their earlier sojourn, this time they will need to be ready, 

taking with them a purse and even a sword. 

 

I wish I knew exactly that he meant by that. Is it a sword for battle? Later 

events would seem to contradict that. Is it a symbol of the struggle to come? 

Is it a figure of speech? We don’t know. Or, at least, I don’t know. But what 

we do know is that the tenor of the scene has changed dramatically, as we 

move from transition to the drama proper. For the conflict that stands at the 

center of the Passion of our Lord is about to get underway in full and final 

fashion. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, bless us with insight and understanding when we read 

your Word, and when we do not understand it all, bless us with faith and 

patience. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  



To be read Saturday. March 16, 2019 

Luke 22:39-42 
Posted by David J. Lose on February 23, 2013 

 

He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and the 

disciples followed him. When he reached the place, he said to them, “Pray 

that you may not come into the time of trial.” Then he withdrew from them 

about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, “Father, if you are willing, 

remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.” 

 

What words would you use to describe Jesus in this scene? 

 

I’ve asked this question many times in various Bible study settings, and 

there’s usually a fair degree of agreement. Of all the words suggested, in 

fact, one seems to come up more often than any other: human. As when 

someone says, “Jesus seems just so human with his anguish and fear.” 

 

Why is that word both so common and so important to people? I think it’s 

because we often forget the “other half” of the Incarnation. We have been 

taught, believe, and remember that Jesus is fully divine, “the only begotten 

Son of God” as the Nicene Creed puts it – even if we’re not sure what 

“begotten” means! – but we sometimes forget, or at least downplay, that the 

Church also confesses Jesus to be fully human. 

 

Perhaps that’s understandable. After all, through much of the gospel story, 

Jesus seems way more than human – healing, casting out demons, 

performing miracles of all kinds. Moreover, he often seems so incredibly 

calm, perpetually unruffled, even at times somewhat dispassionate. And so 

we are, perhaps, surprised by a display of such emotion and anguish from 

him. 

 

Which is why, I think, this scene is one of the most memorable and 

important to many people – it reminds us that Jesus is like us. Just like us. In 

this scene Jesus is afraid, just as we at times are afraid. He feels alone, just 

as we feel at times alone. He wants to avoid the struggle and suffering to 

come, just as we often want to avoid struggle and suffering. 

 

Jesus is like us. And that matters, because if Jesus knows what it is to be 

like us, then God knows. God knows, understands, and cares about our 

fear, loneliness, and deep desire to escape suffering. 



This confession – that Jesus has taken on our lot and our life, experiencing 

everything we experience – is central not just to this scene but to the whole 

of the Gospel. After all, each of the four stories of Jesus in the New 

Testament climax in what we call, most appropriately, the Passion of our 

Lord. Why has the church used this name? In large measure because the 

Latin root of the word “passion” means “suffering,” and this is the story of 

Jesus’ suffering for us and all the world. 

 

At the same time, we also confess that Jesus undergoes that suffering in 

order to show us precisely that God is not dispassionate but cares for us and 

all people intensely, deeply, even passionately. Passionately enough to die 

on the cross. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, when we next feel afraid or alone, remind us of Jesus 

praying on this night so that we might believe and trust that you understand 

us, care about us, and are with us. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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